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Emerging Issues in Radiology
Kei Yamada
Department of Radiology, Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine

There are two issues that I would like to discuss in this review; the first issue is
teleradiology and the second is self-referral. Teleradiology was developed in the United States
and has flourished over the past couple of decades. This system, however, has resulted in mak-
ing the radiologist invisible, and is now considered to be a potential threat to the field of ra-
diology. Physician self-referral is a concept that has not yet been thoroughly discussed in
Japan. It is a term describing the practice of a physician ordering tests that are performed by
someone from whom he receives financial compensation in return for the referral. An example
of self-referral would be a physician ordering a CT examination that will be performed using
the equipment at his or her own office. Such a practice would not only raise medical costs but
would also be harmful to patients as some tests carry the risk of adverse reactions and/or ra-

diation exposure.

Key Words: Radiology, Teleradiology, Self-referral, Medical costs, Doctor’s fees



